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Protecting Your Legal Rights-Employment Contracts and Promises
by: Joette S. Doran

A legaly erforceable ontract is one in wbh the partieso an agreement provide
somethig of value to the other. To create an emplegt contract, the empleymust make a
speciic offer and there must be aoceptance of those termsthg emploge. A written contract
is the mos easly recognizedemployment ageementand usally contains spcific tetms and
conditions regrding he employmentelationship such asaary, responsibilities andluraton.
Other written documents malo be considered a contract such apleyer hadbooks, policy
manuad, letters of agreement or letterseefing agb offer. To determinelether such wiings
are demed enfoceable cotracts, the facs and ciremstanes of a @rticular cag must be
examired. However, an employer mayeetivelyprevent enforcement of such a writing as a
contrat if the doament conairs a dschinmer sgcficaly statng that thedocunent dos not
change the ephoynrent at willrelationsip.

As such, to limtian employer’s righto terminate the emgyee at will, the document must
contain language which shavs the empoyer and employee dd not intend ax employment at will
relationship such as, a termation for cause only provisi. In addition to writth agreements,
promises rade by ammploer may ao be enforceablunder certain miumstances sucs
where the empoyer madea promiseto take some gedfic action which the empoyee reasorably
relied on as result suéired damage. A detemmation of whether thers an erdrceable contract
or promise,requires a legal argsis of the de@umentsand facs and circtmstanes surounding
the emplognent relabnship. If pu beli@e you hag an erdrceable contract or promise whi
has not been honored, | encourage got todelayreceivig inbrmation regardingour legal
rights. You naystat byvisiting our web ste atwww.joettedora.comfor further nformation.

*This article is not intended as legal advice. You should conghlaw attorney for individual
advice regarding your awsituation.
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